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Research Proposal on How Shaping and Chaining Can Be Used In Teaching a Social Skill to Intellectually Challenged Youth
Introduction
Chaining is an instructional process used in experimenting analysis in behavior, applied behavioral and physiological behavior. It's about stressing a person's responses taking place in a given sequence to come up with a complex behavior. On the other hand, shaping is a condition used to analyze behavior. Differential reinforcement is the method used in the analysis. However, making organisms to learn new tasks can be a difficult process to undertake. For that reason, psychologists and other stakeholders are trying to teach new tasks through shaping and chaining, reinforcement and one trial learning. Each method has its benefits depending on what is taught and can be suited for different tasks depending on the type of tasks.
Hypothesis
From various studies carried out, the hypothesis of this study will be as follows:
1. How social skills are developed by the psychologists to intellectually challenged youth.
2. The main causes of the intellectual challenges among the youths are the abuse of drugs and peer pressure.
3. Teaching of the intellectually challenged by the psychologist is highly influenced by the shaping and chaining methods.
The purpose of the investigation will be to find out how methods of teaching the intellectually challenged youths are applied by the psychologists to reduce the situation (Rijnders, 2019). This will be very difficult for the proposal to be accepted if the methods used will bring positive results or not. The research will concentrate more on finding out if the psychologists’ methods bring any positive result to the investigation. It is evident that shaping and chaining allow learners to change their behavior slowly which are done for some time through trials that direct responses aiming at changing the behavior. Therefore, the psychologists need to have a way which the learners will be encouraged in the process of learning positive behaviors. The proposal will help in showing that the method chosen to teach the learners is one of the important tools in reducing the number of intellectually challenged youth in the society. The method chosen is suitable for shaping learners.
                                    Methodology of Research Study
Data collection methods
 The research study will be more qualitative although quantitative aspects will be useful in this study. The methods used to collect data in this study will involve direct observation, interviews, surveys and extraction from secondary sources.  
a. Direct observation
	Direct observation involves directly observing the phenomena under study using eyes. The behavior of youths who are intellectually challenged while growing up is keenly observed by developmental physiologists. This involves observing how the use of chaining and shaping to shape behavior of the youths to the desired targeted behavior. As a result, it will involve direct observation of how reinforcement of successive approximation to achieve the targeted behavior in the long run is used. It also involves observing successive reinforcement elements of a chain where elements in a chain must be reinforced in a sequence. Thus, observation will serve as key method of collecting data concerning the breaking down of procedure to small parts that make it easy for learning and change of behavior of the intellectually challenged youths (Virgilio, 2018). This method will be appropriate in filling gaps that are always left by the use of questionnaires.  Later, the behavior observed will be video recorded and recorded in form of notes anonymously. As a result, the intellectually challenged youth’s behavior change will be brought out naturally.
b. Interviews
	I plan to hold interviews with a sample of developmental psychologists and intellectually challenged youths in the class selected for study. This interview will be done on one on one basis in privacy. This means that every respondent will be allocated his or her time with the researcher in a secluded area where they will air out views. Since interviews require be accompanied by a recording method, the information will be recorded using a voice recorder on a memory. Note taking will also be engaged in an effort to make sure that each and every important point said by the respondent is captured or used in the analysis of data for research study. Interviews will help in making sure that all the gaps left by questionnaire method are filled so as to have complete data for easy analysis.
c. Questionnaires
	Questionnaires are questions asked to the respondents in an interview or mailed to respondents to fill in answers on a printed paper. Most questionnaires involve questions and blank spaces to be filled in with the required answers on printed papers. This research program will give questions to selected schools for volunteer developmental psychologists and the intellectually challenged youths to fill them. After being filled the questionnaires will be collected and kept very well for data analysis.
d. Extracting from secondary sources
	This method involves using already available literature about the topic under research to gather information. The researcher will be involved in reading books, articles and newspapers article to gather information that will be used as reference in the argument of the study. The information gathered by this research method is helpful in drawing conclusions which helps in charting interventional measures in management of behavior change to the targeted behavior in the intellectually challenged youths. The library can act as a very important source in collecting this type of data. This information gathered will be recorded through note taking and photographing.
e. Surveys
	Involves random and voluntarily responses to a survey set of questions. The surveys will be given to educational facilities to help and collect data on the topic. The youths and physiologists involved in the survey will collect their surveys at one place where it will be collected for the purpose of data analysis. It will help to gather additional information on that acquired by questionnaires.
Data analysis
	All questionnaires will be counter checked to make sure all of them are filled. Those with gaps will be eliminated to make sure only complete and comprehensive responses are handled. Notes acquired from direct observation and interviews will be put together with records they came with. This will help data analysis to be done quickly and more easily. Consequently, the analysis will involve examining responses and scoring them on to establish the level of satisfaction in the behavior change to the desired behavior as development physiologists and intellectually challenged youths. The analysis involves calculation of measures of central tendency to determine development physiologists and the youths in the behavior change to the targeted behavior (Butler, 2018). The mean will conclude average score of change in behavior of intellectually challenged youths to the targeted behavior. After this, regression analysis will be done on data collected. Because most data collected from the analysis will be qualitative, data analysis process will involve critically examining the responses and linking them to the score. The analysis will also involve establishing a link between level of behavior change to targeted behavior satisfaction and motivational factors responsible for behavioral change. This approach will help the analysis come up with valid conclusions on the research topic.
Population Identification and Sampling
The study will include samples representing population of learners with intellectually challenged youths from twenty-five selected schools. The identification and choosing of the sample population will be conducted on the basis of how intellectually challenged youths can be equipped with this kind of skill by psychologists. In different schools many youths face this challenge and hence will be an advantage to this research since it will be easier to access the whole population. By selecting the sample in a way that will be useful to the research, age will be a major consideration. This will lead to grouping the learners in different categories based on their age. For example, first category will be under the age of (5-10) years, second category will be (11-15) years and finally (16-20) years. This will ensure that every youth is much considered and included in the research study which will make sure that skills are achieved.
In choosing the samples from different school facilities where teaching will take place, it will ensure that issues in their different level are taken care of by the developmental psychologists. Therefore, the teachers and other stakeholders are the ones responsible in the application of the shaping and chaining in teaching social skills required by the youths suffering from intellectual issues. With the involvement of all this population, the research goals must be achieved (Sadler, 2018). The learners need to be selected so that they can respond to the research questions. The study should involve different ranks of people in the school set up. The population sampling requires that everyone participate, from the administrators down the rank to the non-teaching staff. In turn it will ensure the study research presents information needed leading to a wise conclusion.
From the sampling and population, it is very clear that most of the youths are intellectually affected and it will be more fruitful for the researchers to concentrate to the young generation in case they want more information on the issue. Thus, it will be better for the samples collected to have uniformity. The study needs to concentrate on the learners in the schools which are most affected as it is in the school reports (Silin, 2018). From these locations, the issue is real and can be explored accordingly. It is good to have noted that for the research to be successful it will depend on the school administration participation in the study. However, not all schools will allow research to be conducted by accessing the school facilities, especially the private school facilities. They fear that the report might be negative and damage their image. Therefore, the study will only be done by those public and private schools which are willing. 
For the research to be allowed to take place there must be permission granted from the authority with the right documentation which shows that the activity being carried out is legal. This will ensure that all the information got from the research area if for the good of the people and the whole community. Hence the school principals and administrators should be made aware of the activity going on to avoid cases of insecurity in the compound. This will also prepare the participants psychologically to engage in the activity positively.
Selection and sampling of population sample to participate in the study will consider how facilities are accessed in the question. This type of investigation is expensive and it requires a lot of capital to be conducted successfully. To reduce the expenses some activities in the study will be negligible so that the cost is reduced. Consequently, proper choice of the samples is very essential in the success of the study. For that reason, planning to remain on the perfect selection of the samples to be used for the success and better results is recommendable. Friends should also be involved to ensure steady focus and cutting down expenses incurred in traveling and also revisiting the area in deciding what to be included in the research study. 
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